
                                                                       

Syllabus 
Class:  Early American History 

Teacher:     Lyn Story 

 Room:  330 

E-mail:     lynstory@sd83.org 

  One”…acquainted with history 
may, in some respect, be said to have 

lived from the beginning of the world, 
and to have been making continual 

additions to his stock of knowledge in every century.” 
David Hume 

 

Textbook:   Prentice Hall:  United States History 
 
Materials needed for the class:   

• Note book paper 
• Pencils 
• 1 folder or ‘peechee’ to keep completed and graded assignments with 3 hole 

punch 
• 200 3x5 index cards 

Course Description: 
This History course will focus on studying the early foundations of American history.  This class is 
structured to create an environment of collaborative learning, and will explore individually and 
in groups primary and secondary sources, maps and graphs.  With the assistance of these tools 
and through discussion will explore the beginnings of the United States.   
 
This course is developed to help students acquire higher learning skills which will enable them to 
assess information from varied sources, understand cause and effect, and distinguish fact and 
opinion in a historical context. Students will demonstrate their knowledge and skills through 
writing and historical reasoning backed up by valid sources. 

Accommodations and Extra Help: 
 My goal for you in this class is that you will develop a love and interest in social studies, 
our country and its history, to accomplish this, our class time is very important.  I have set up the 
class so that most of the work can be finished during class, please talk to me if you need extra 
time to complete your work.  If you require extra help or time because of a diagnosed disability 
further accommodations can be created to allow you full accessibility to a comfortable learning 
experience. 

Course Objectives: 
 At the completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

 Critique the usefulness of historical primary and secondary sources. 
 Produce clear and concise arguments through writing and speech and if 

necessary demonstrate an ability to revise, edit and rewrite  
 Identify issues and apply historical thinking when assessing information. 
 Participate in group activities to develop and support arguments using accurate 

data and sources. 
 Evaluate and examine contributions made by different cultures and civilizations 

to the United States.  
 

Schedule:  The first week of the course will be an introduction to the text and syllabus.  Chapter 1 
and a portion of Chapter 2.   



Also included in the week of September 2 –6 
 Course introduction, syllabus discussion. 
 Text Exploration, where do I find all the stuff? 
 Introduction to the Idea of Sources. 
 How to Use a Map, Political and Physical. 

Holidays and Class Dismissals 
The class schedule will follow the Idaho Public Schools calendar for the year. 

Evaluation and Grading Scale: 
Grades are based on class participation and all work handed in during the semester.  Missed 
assignments must be turned in no later than 2 days after an absence, unless approved by the 
teacher.  There will be some bonus points and extra credit throughout the year.  

Attendance Policy: 
Class attendance is vital to the construction of the class as much of our class work will be in 
groups, absences should be limited whenever possible.   

Missed Assignments Procedure: 
 All assignments given during a class period will be available until Friday of that week for 
those who were absent, after that time, the student must request missed assignments from the 
teacher. Full credit for make-up work will be given for all absences except suspensions.   
 
Late work will be accepted for full credit if turned in prior to the end of the chapter in which it 
was assigned, however it is vital that work be completed and turned in when assigned as the 
class builds future lessons on the ideas presented.  Responsibility for work will enable the student 
to succeed. 
 
Note:  If a student will be absent from school for two or more days, the parent or guardian is 
encouraged to notify the school. When absences are anticipated, such as family trips, the student 
should contact me ahead of time so that they may make arrangements to complete work that 
will be missed. 

Class Expectations: 
In setting expectations I do believe that it is necessary to involve the students in the process.  
However, I think that establishing a set of standard expectations will expedite the task.  
Therefore, the following will be the standard in my classroom. 
 

The Student Bill of Rights: 

1. You have a right to respect yourself and others. 
2.  You have a right to take responsibility for the quality and timeliness of your work. 
3. You have a right to learn in a safe environment. 
4. You have a right to your own opinion during class exercises, and can respectfully share it. 
5 You have a right to work in a quiet, productive environment. 
6 You have a right to participate in class discussions. 
 

 

Academic Dishonesty: 

Cheating and plagiarism as defined in the student handbook, and available at http://wbcsd-

id.schoolloop.com , is strictly prohibited in my classroom the following policy is consistently adhered 

to in all classroom activities. 

 

 

Please detach the form below and return it to me with your parent’s 

signature.  You will receive 10 bonus points if you turn this in by 9-9-14. 
 

 

 

 

http://wbcsd-id.schoolloop.com/
http://wbcsd-id.schoolloop.com/


Ms. Story, Early American History 
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- 

 

 

I have read and discussed this syllabus with my student.   

 

 

 

Parent Signature/Printed name:   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

I understand what is required for this class. 

 

 

 

 

Student Signature/Printed name/Period: 

 

 


